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Reedurban FEBRUARY 2016 Newsletter

Dear Friends,
One thing about the winter months is the extended darkness. During the Christmas season all the
twinkling lights and outdoor displays brightened up our homes and neighborhoods, but now it’s back to
shorter darker days. I feel for the students waiting for the 6:50 am school bus. I hesitate to go for a walk
after dinner. I celebrate the one extra minute of light every day or so!
Darkness and light are powerful spiritual images that fill scripture and the writings of faithful people of
many traditions. The following is an old Hasidic tale from the Jewish tradition that speaks to me of the vital
need for relationship and community.
“The rabbi asked his students: ‘How can we determine the hour of
dawn, when the night ends and the day begins?’ One of the rabbi’s
students suggested: ‘When from a distance you can distinguish between
a dog and a sheep?’ ‘No,’ was the answer. ‘It is when one can distinguish
between a fig tree and a grapevine?’ asked another student. ‘No,’ the
rabbi said. ‘Please tell us the answer,’ all the students requested. The
rabbi replied, ‘It is when you can look into the face of another human being
and you have enough light in you to recognize your brother or your sister.
Until then it is night, and darkness is still with us.’”
There sure is a lot of judgmental divisive talk filling the airwaves in this election year. It compounds the
darkness of human sinfulness that assails us every year. It opposes the gospel of Jesus Christ who came
to forgive, reconcile and make new. This year, let’s regularly wait upon the Light of the World in prayer maybe light a candle and meditate upon it, asking the Lord to open your eyes and fill you with his light.
Perhaps that way we will recognize our Savior in our neighbors and be beacons of forgiveness and
reconciliation. Wouldn’t that be God’s blessing to his world?!
Grace and Peace,
Lynn

The kind and generous gift Gary Steinbach presented to me from the
congregation on Christmas Eve came as a complete surprise. Thank you
very much for your thoughtfulness. Understanding that the gift is to be used
for something “for me,” I am exploring Continuing Education opportunities,
especially in the area of spiritual growth. There is a retreat in the summer led
by F. Richard Rohr, a wonderful scholar and spiritual guide. I hope it will be
possible to participate in that event. Whatever develops, I am most grateful to
you all for your love and support. Lynn

SESSION
The January meeting of the Session included welcoming two new active elders and deciding on leadership
for the Ministry Teams. A report of the continuing kitchen remodel project was received and plans are being
made to review the membership rolls. Preparations are under way for the season of Lent, and the purchase
of a new A. E. D. was approved.

Stewardship through the end of December of $125,788 is $21,157 less than expenses of
$146,945. Total income for the same period of $139,059 is $7,886 less than expenses.
Submitted by: Rick Lichtenwalter

DEACONS’ MINISTRY
For the month of February we will be collecting winter items (scarves, mittens, gloves, hats, etc.)
for the Giving Tree. They may be placed in the basket in the Narthex.

The Deacons will be having their Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, April 23rd from 4:00 –
6:30 pm. Mark your calendars.

We collected a total amount of $1,528.67 for the Salvation Army during the “Ringing of
the Bells” at Christmastime. Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time for this
worthy project.
Submitted by: Jack Robinson

OFFICERS FOR CLASS OF 2018
Congratulations to the following members who have been elected, ordained and installed as Elders and
Deacons - class of 2018:
Elders: Charles Blackstone, Paula Bracken, Dwight Newsom, Jack Robinson
Deacons: Darlene Mock, Heike Townsend
(Marge Merrin and Renate White will be installed at a later date.)
Thank you all for agreeing to be leaders in the congregation.

Service of Prayer and Reflection
Receiving of Ashes
Wednesday, February 10th
7:00 p.m.
In the Sanctuary

Lent begins early this year (which of course means an early Easter). The 40 days, excluding
Sundays is a season of penitence and preparation for Easter. We remember how Jesus went out into
the wilderness after his baptism to contemplate what it meant to be God’s Son and the chosen
Messiah. We are invited to pray and contemplate what it means to be Jesus’ disciples and follow in his
footsteps.
Worship during Lent will include opportunities to reconsider what our baptism and being a part
of the church means to us personally and as it influences our life together.
Perhaps you would also like to take on a Lenten discipline like regular prayer and Bible study or
fasting or offering your time to a particular ministry. Lenten devotionals will be available for guidance
and inspiration.

WORSHIP TEAM – LOOKING AHEAD TO EASTER
The Worship Ministry Team has planned events through Lent and Easter. There will be an Ash
Wednesday service on February 10th at 7 p.m. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday service on March
20th. Maundy Thursday service will be held at 6:30 p.m. on March 24th in the Fellowship Hall with a pot
luck meal (please no desserts). Communion will be served to each other with a worship service to
follow. Good Friday Vigil on March 25th will be from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. On Easter Sunday there will be a
breakfast at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. (The men of the church will offer a wonderful breakfast and
fellowship opportunity for everyone to enjoy.)
Submitted by Carol Mossor

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY UPDATE










Hope everyone had a safe and Happy New Year and that you are well prepared for this winter
season. Here is a quick check list for your home, personal and environmental safety.
Installed new batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
Checked expiration date on over the counter medications
Received a flu shot this fall
Salt available to use on slippery outside steps, driveways and sidewalks
Carry bag of kitty litter in car for slippery surfaces around car
Emergency supplies in home for any power outages
Seal leaks around windows and doors to prevent drafts and lower utility bills
If living in older home and have cracks in basement cement floors or walls; consider having
a check for radon in your home, especially if you are a cigarette smoker

“Radon is a colorless, odorless, radioactive gas present outdoors and indoors. It can be found at higher
levels in some houses and other buildings. Radon breaks down into solid radioactive elements that can
damage the DNA inside body’s cells. Exposure to radon gas and cigarette smoke causes greater risk of
lung cancer. “ ( American Cancer Society*)
Blood pressure screening is available at the Community Dinners on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 and
February 23, 2016 from 4 PM – 6:30 PM.
Submitted by: Gwen Weston

Church School Teachers: January 24th
January 31st
February 7th
February 14th
February 21st
February 28th

Pam Baxter
Debbie Anderson
Children worship w/parents
Mary Kay Cutlip
Debbie Anderson
Darlene Mock
Submitted by: Darlene Mock

Because of the faithful Building and Grounds Ministry Team work and extra gifts of a number of folks, the
church’s kitchen has been getting some functional and aesthetic upgrades. Gary Nist painted the cabinets
(goodbye tape residue, hello attractive smooth surfaces). Dave Wright has done a lot of behind the scenes
detail work and helped with countertop removal together with the demolition team of Don Peel, Jim Bracken
and Rick Schreffler. The countertop project was spear-headed by Wendy Lichtenwalter (thanks for all the
running around and comparing). Chuck Lesser kept the group in order and communication as chair of the
Ministry Team, and Jack Robinson and Dave Weston added needed counsel along the way concerning the
needs of ministries, like the Community Dinner which uses the kitchen on a regular basis. Thanks to all
your good efforts and hard work the congregation’s ministry is enhanced not only for our members, but for
all the other groups who use the church facilities.

7 Reasons Why Our Church Nursery is Vital to Our Church
Too often serving in the church nursery can seem like a thankless job, but it shouldn’t be that way. Here
are 7 reasons why serving in the nursery is important.
Reason #1: God is in the church nursery. This may come as a shock, but the
Bible has specific promises about God’s presence when children
are welcomed and loved in Jesus’ name. (Matthew 18:2-5, Mark
10:15, Luke 9:47-48)
Reason #2: Your service in the nursery allows church goers to focus on worship
rather than worrying about their children, and it gives the children
freedom and comfort to be themselves.
Reason #3: The first and sometimes lasting feelings a child will have toward
church is formed in the nursery. A positive experience in the
church nursery leaves an important impression.
Reason #4: When you serve in the nursery, you are being entrusted with the
most important and vulnerable members of the church family.
There is no greater treasure on this side of heaven than the little
ones God has given us. You must be someone special to have a
job that is so important.
Reason #5: Your service is essential for your own spiritual growth. A growing
Christian is always a serving Christian. Jesus put others first, and
when you serve in the church nursery you are following his
example.
Reason #6: The church nursery is the first contact young families have with
our congregation. Your friendly greeting and care for their
children can make a great first impression for the church and
encourage them to return.
Reason #7: Your service in the nursery is a powerful opportunity for prayer.
If every nursery worker would spend several minutes praying over
and with the children in their care, an environment of spiritual
nurture would be created to bless the children under your care,
their families and the whole congregation.
We need faithful people to serve in the church nursery on Sunday mornings and for special services.
Darlene Mock has been the coordinator for the nursery schedule and she would love to hear of your
willingness to take a turn. This is a hope-filled ministry because we have so few infants and toddlers who
use the nursery just now. Consider the hope in your heart for the next generation of the congregation and
volunteer today. Thank you.

Moderator: Rev. Lynn Shetzer
Class of 2016:
Class of 2017:
Class of 2018:

Moderator: Linda Radsick
Class of 2016
Class of 2017:
Class of 2018:

2016 SESSION
Clerk: Rob Townsend
Carol Mossor
Rob Townsend
Carol Kaufmann
Rick Lichtenwalter
Charles Blackstone
Dwight Newsom

Gary Steinbach
Jim VanEtten
Chuck Leeser
Gwen Weston
Paula Bracken
Jack Robinson

2016 DEACONS
Vice-Moderator: Darlene Mock
Katie Hinson
Lois Pinhard
Pam Baxter
Linda Radsick
Marge Merrin
Heike Townsend

Sue Larke
Margaret Whitacre
Mary Kay Cutlip
John Whitacre
Darlene Mock
Renate White

We Want You to Know
The Committees Chairs from the Session have been assigned for 2016. If you have a question or suggestion
about the church, you should contact the person in charge directly. The committee chairs and their phone
numbers are listed below.
Here are the Ministry Team chairs:
Building and Grounds:
Chuck Leeser 330-837-1260
Outreach:
Jack Robinson 330-837-8217
Worship:
Carol Mossor, chair 330-433-0701; Carol Kaufmann, co-chair 330-546-7316
Finance:
Gary Steinbach, chair 330-478-5732; Rick Lichtenwalter, co-chair 330-833-3564
Administration:
Jim VanEtten, chair 330-837-8669; Rob Townsend 330-477-3276
Christian Education:
Paula Bracken 330-477-8029
Parish Health:
Gwen Weston 330-879-2504
Stewardship and Mission: Chuck Blackstone 330-936-3534 &
Dwight Newsome 330-268-1455, co-chairs
Nominating:
Jim VanEtten 330-837-8669

(The following is a letter received from the Salvation Army.)

Dear Reedurban Presbyterian Church,
We are writing to express our deepest thanks for the recent donation of all the shoeboxes for children that your
church recently donated to The Salvation Army of Massillon’s Christmas Assistance Program. Generous gifts
from churches like Reedurban Presbyterian Church helped to provide a brighter Christmas for the area’s
underprivileged children and their families.
With this contribution, your church has demonstrated a deep commitment to our work of helping those who find
themselves in seemingly hopeless situations.
There is no way to fully express our gratitude for your donation. We at The Salvation Army are continually
inspired by the dedication of donors like yourselves who answer the call to give again and again.
It is our hope that this thank you will help to communicate our very big thanks for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Thomas & Linda-Jo Perks, Majors
Corps Commanding Officers

REEDURBAN’S SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES
is open to anyone who would like to grow in their faith in the company of loving Christians.

Belayers

– meet on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the conference room (Check the calendar for
meeting dates.) Any questions, please contact Chuck Blackstone at 330-936-3534.

Friends Bible Study – This group of women meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 9:30 a.m. at the Blue Fig restaurant. They have breakfast and study the Bible. For more
information, contact Mary Kay Cutlip at 740-275-6962.

Seekers – meet every other Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. at Woodlawn Village Club House. If you would
like more information, please call Carol Kaufmann at 330-546-7316.

Pathfinders – meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the church
Conference Room. For more information, please contact Wendy Lichtenwalter at 330-833-3564.

Sowers – meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the church. For more
information, please contact Don and Jackie Peel at 330-877-8745.

Men’s Breakfast Group – meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 8:30 a.m. at
the Main Street Grill located inside Buehler’s.
330-837-8217.

Any questions, please call Jack Robinson at

Merry Knitters & Chatty Crafters – meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at the
church. Everyone is welcome. Chatty Crafters have now joined the Knitters. If you have a project for
the crafters, please call Carol Mossor at 330-433-0701. If you would like to learn to knit or crochet,
please come and someone will teach you. Any questions, please call Mary Kay Cutlip at 740-275-6962.

OPPORTUNITIES IN FEBRUARY FOR
GROWTH, FELLOWSHIP & DISCIPLESHIP
Community Dinner
The Men’s Breakfast Group holds their free monthly “Community Dinner” on the last Tuesday of every
month from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. Our next dinner will be on Tuesday, January 26th. We offer the blood
pressure screenings during that time as well. If you know of anyone that is in need of a hot meal,
please invite them to come. All are welcome. Contact Jack Robinson at 330-837-8217 or Dave
Weston at 330-879-2504 if you have any questions.
Submitted by: Jack Robinson

Sharing Ministry and Mission
A feature of our Sunday worship during the fall has been the sharing of Ministry Teams and missionrelated groups. We are learning and re-learning the faithful, caring things that the congregation undertakes
in order to “Glorify God, Make Disciples, and Meet Human Needs.” The presenters have done a wonderful
job, and each week’s sharing has been inspirational!
The church is filled with inspiring stories of faith. Each of us has a story to tell of our individual faith
journeys and how the Lord has blessed us along our way through caring people and the church community.
You are invited to offer your story for publication through our monthly newsletter. It is an opportunity to
glorify God and inspire the church. We are blessed by Jackie Peel to share her faith story this month.

When I was asked to write about my journey of faith, it took me back 66 years ago. There was a
woman who lived across our road and she was as you would say today, an evangelist. She would come to
our house and carry me to her house for Sunday School. Several kids in the neighborhood came to her tiny
house. She also had us over for many years for vacation Bible School. I can still see those flannel or felt
Bible characters on the felt easel. She led me to Jesus when I was 7 years old. We all called her
“Grandma Smith.”
She had a son and his family that lived next door to her. I became friends with his oldest daughter
and began to go to church with them.
On Sundays, we had Sunday School then church. Sunday evenings was the young people group
then church. Wednesday was prayer meeting evening. During the summer we went to church camp and
we had 2 weeks of revival services at our church. It was great! I loved it all.
My parents never went to church and didn’t discuss it. So all through my school years I went to
church with Mrs. Smith’s family. I thank God for them and their guidance.
After school I got married and started my family. I took them to church for a while but eventually
stopped. My ex-husband wouldn’t go so I didn’t go either. Not a very good excuse.
Throughout my life I held on to those things I learned at church, always prayed, occasionally went to
church. Basically I turned my back on God and went off on my own. Mrs. Smith’s grandchildren also quit
going to church.
Then in the 1990’s many things in my life were overwhelming. My mom, one of my brothers died. In
the same month my oldest sister was wiped out by Hurricane Andrew and a tornado came through our yard.
My youngest brother went through hours of brain surgery. Then my youngest grandson at 4 months was
diagnosed with a rare bone cancer on his jaw bone (only 8 cases in the United States). I went to my knees.
You are never taller than when you are on your knees talking to God. I immediately felt his presence and
calmness came to me. He was still there! My grandson is now 17 years old. Praise God!
Soon after, I started going to church with different friends at work. Then another friend asked me to
come to her church and sing in the choir. Thank you Normajean Marshall!
I feel God has always placed people in my life. And, finally back to him.
Thank you everyone at Reedurban who has prayed for me and my family.
Jackie Peel

CRAFTY KNITTERS
Merry Knitters will now be called the Crafty Knitters. We meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the church
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Any questions, please contact Mary Kay Cutlip at 740-275-6962.

Congratulations to Mary Lou Upton on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Eleanor Veronica Kranz born
December 20th.
Congratulations to Pat Smith on the birth of her granddaughter, Chelsea Belle Moolman born December
15th 7 lb. 2 oz. and 20” long.
Congratulations to Jennifer and Ian Ramsey on the birth of their daughter, Liliana Grace on December 23rd.
Proud grandparents are Paul and Lori Waibel.

THE PRESCHOOL AROUND THE CORNER
We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a festive New Year.
During the month of January the children will be learning what the word hibernation means and which
animals hibernate during the winter months. The students will read the books Brown Bear, Polar Bear The
Hat and The Mitten. We will be talking about what a pair is by using our gloves and mittens. If the weather
cooperates we may even get to go out and make some snow angels, if not we will bring some snow indoors
or make our own.
We now have a few openings if you know anyone that is interested.
Reta Hale and Tricia Conner
Reminder: For safety reasons no one will be permitted to use the back entrance or go beyond the
partition from 8:30 to noon while the Preschool Around the Corner is in operation. If you would like to
contact them for enrollment information, please contact the preschool at 234-348-0620. Thanks for your
cooperation.

Our Heartfelt sympathy is extended to:
Mary Kay Cutlip upon the death of her step-son.
Ron and Marge Merrin upon the death of Ron’s mother
Our prayers are with each of you and may the Lord extend his comfort to all.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY
7th

1st
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
11th
12th
14th
17th
18th
20th
21st
24th
25th
28th
29th

Dee Hartmann
Katie Hinson
Madeline Crawford
Keri Dean
Jimmy Kline
Linda Radsick
Nadine Regula
Mildred Kowell
Carol Holmes
Michele Kearns
Karen Kline
Tyler Bragg
Landon Thiel
Clarence Ogle
Jamie Whitacre
Kevin Pinhard
Claire Weston
Ruth Anderson
Lucille Bennington
Melanie Whitacre
Carol Frye
Maggie Secrest
Susan Altier
Heather Finnicum
David Fox
Gary Nist, Sr.
Steven Scarpino

The deadline for the MARCH newsletter is
FEBRUARY 15th. Please have your articles to
Cheryl Robinson (330-837-8217) (e-mail:
car929@aol.com) or to the church office by
then. The mailbox is located outside the office
door.

Mary Kay Cutlip

14th

Ron & Marge Merrin

21st

Dave & Barb Wright

28th

Gary & Elaine Steinbach

We are looking for volunteers to be greeters.
Please sign up for a Sunday or two. Greeters
will be provided with a name badge to wear
while greeting. Before you go home, please be
sure to leave that badge on the counter in the
Welcome Center.
For more information on being a Greeter,
please contact Pam Baxter at 330-477-3389.

FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY
7th

Darlene Mock in memory of mother,
Delila Hines

14th

Dick Hambleton in memory of Mary
Lou’s birthday
Kathy Steiner – birthday wishes to
Clarence Ogle

21st

Ruth Anderson – Birthday & in
memory of Ken

28th

OPEN

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS
Carol Frye: fryec@sssnet.com

January 24th
January 31st
February 7th
February 14th
February 21st
February 28th

Pat Smith
Pat Smith
Lois Pinhard
Pat Smith
Pam Baxter
Paula Bracken

The Crib Room is for children under age 4.
Helpers, subs or even a regular are always
needed in the Crib Room. If you are unable to
serve as scheduled, please trade with someone
on the list or call Darlene Mock at
330-809-0133.
Anyone that could volunteer in the crib
room during the church service would be
greatly appreciated. Please call the church
office or Darlene Mock.

OFFICE HOURS
Office hours are Monday through Thursday
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you call the office
and we are not in, please leave a message on
the machine and someone will get back to you
as soon as possible.

Gerry Givens (Aultman Woodlawn)
Phyllis Greene (Laurels of Massillon)
Marge Showers (Hanover House)
Bill Bowen
Patrick Bracken
Dorothy Carpenter
Edna Harper
Jackson Kiger II
Gloria Perrin
Nadine Regula
Stephen Steiner
Jim Trimmer
Paul Waibel
Henry White

LITURGIST SIGN-UP
The liturgist sign-up sheet is posted on the
bulletin board outside the office for the months
of February and March. If you are interested,
please sign your name. If you have any
questions, please contact Carol Kaufmann at
330-546-7316.

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS
Widows and Widowers meet here on the 2nd
and 4th Friday of the month from 5:00 to 9:00
p.m. Anyone who is a widow or widower is
invited to join the group. You are asked to
please bring a covered dish to share. They
would love to have you join them.

2016 FLOWER CHART
The 2016 Flower Chart has been posted on the
bulletin board outside the office. If you would
like to give flowers for a special occasion or a
special person, please fill in your name next to
the date. You will be billed from Flowers By
Pat.

